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Scripture: Luke 1:5-22 
 

Galatians 4:4 - “(4) But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a 
woman, born under law.” 
 

REVELATION: (Webster’s Dictionary) “an act of revealing or communicating divine truth, something that 
is revealed by God to humans, an enlightening or astonishing disclosure.” 
 

CONTEXT: (Luke 1:5-7) - “(5) In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who 
belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. (6) Both of 
them were upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commandments and regulations 
blamelessly. (7) But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren;” 
 

I.) THE BACKGROUND OF ZECHARIAH: Zechariah’s name means, “Yahweh has remembered again.” 
• His Occupation – a priest in the division of Abijah who managed God’s Temple, led worship, and 

taught Scripture.  
➢ Israel had 20,000 priests which were spilt into 24 divisions – around 1,000 priests in each 

division (1st Chronicles 24:3-19).  
➢ Priests casted lots daily to determine who would be chosen to enter the Holy Place in the 

Temple and burn incense.  
➢ God arranged Zechariah’s appointed time - and it was not by chance.  

• His Strengths – a righteous man to whom the angel, Gabriel, spoke. 
• His Hardships – Zechariah and Elizabeth couldn’t have children. In Jewish culture, it meant not 

having God’s blessing. 
• His Weakness – He momentarily doubted the angel’s promise of a son. Zechariah’s age and 

Elizabeth’s barrenness was the obstacle to belief. 
 

II.) THE IMPORTANCE OF JOHN THE BAPTIST: (Isaiah 40:3-4) 
• John, the prophet, preceded Jesus in birth, ministry, humility & death. 

• John “paved the way” as the forerunner for Jesus Christ. 
 

Isaiah 40:3-4 “(3) The voice of one crying in the wilderness; prepare the way of the Lord; Make straight 
in the desert a highway for our God (4) Every valley shall be exalted and every mountain and hill brought 
low; the crooked places shall be made straight and the rough places smooth.” 
 

Sapper – A sapper went before the royal caravan (Kings/queens/royalty) to remove obstacles like rocks, 
stubble, and debris. This royal highway was made clear through rugged countryside. 
 

III.) WHAT WE LEARN FROM ZECHARIAH? 
• God CHOSE him at a “low time.” (Vs. 7) “(7) they had no children, ... Elizabeth was barren;” 
• God OCHESTRATED this event (Vv. 8-12) - “(8) Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty 

and he was serving as priest before God, (9) he was chosen by lot,” 
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• God TOLD him His plan (Vv. 13-17) - “(13) But the angel said to him: ‘Do not be afraid, 
Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to 
give him the name John. (17) And he will go on before the Lord, ...” 

 

• God’s REVELATION is personal (Vv. 18-19) “(18) Zechariah asked the angel, ‘How can I be sure 
of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in years.’ (19) The angel answered, ‘I am 
Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to tell you this...’” 

 

IV.) WHEN RECEIVING GOD’S NEWS & REVELATION 
• God ARRANGES the time (Vv. 8-9) - “(8) Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty,” 
• God’s people are PRAYING (Vs. 10) - “(10) ... worshippers were praying outside” 
• God comes PERSONALLY (Vv. 11-12; 18-19) - “(11) Then the angel of the Lord appeared to him,” 
• God’s message is KINGDOM MINDED (Vv. 13, 15-17) - “(13) ... and you are to give him the 

name John. (15) and he will be filled with then Holy Spirit even from birth. (17) And he will go on 
before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, ... to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’” 

 

V.) WHEN REVELATION COMES TO HIS CHOSEN SERVANTS (Vv. 18-22) 
• God INTERUPTS our lives. (Vv. 12-13, 18-19) 
• God’s PLAN needs accomplished. (Vv. 13-14, 20c) 
• God DESIRES to do the “impossible.” (Vv. 7, 13, 19) 
• God expects us to TRUST and OBEY His plan. (Vv. 20-22)  

“(20) And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this happens, because you 
did not believe my words, which will come true at their proper time.” 

 

Cornerstone Community Church 
1) Revelation from God always coincides with His plan to advance His goals. 
2) Revelation must be heard by godly people willing to receive and act upon it. 
3) Revelation is not something we think up or manipulate, it is given directly from God to 

expand His Kingdom. 
4) Revelation always interrupts human plans and requires change after it is given. 

 
What is God trying to reveal to you this Christmas season? 


