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Dear Cornerstone Community Church family,

Matthew 1:21-23 — “(21) She will give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.
(22) All this took place to fulfill what the Lord
had said through the prophet: (23) ‘The virgin
will conceive and give birth to a son, and they
will call him Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with
us’).”

Is this wonderful season we call Christmas
already here? Yes, Christmas always seems to

sneak up on us and reminds both the believer
and non-believer - God’s Son entered the world
to bring Light and salvation to people (John 1:1-
5, 14). I have said this statement on several
occasions: “Religion is an attempt of people
trying to get to God and relationship is God
trying to reach people.”

This is exactly what the meaning of the
Christmas season is — God trying to reach people
through His only Son, Jesus Christ

(John 3:15-21).




The beauty of the Christmas season can get
smothered by commercialism, busyness,
difficulties, and stress. My heart wants to
encourage you and your family to “slim” your
schedule down and enjoy this season we call
Christmas. In other words, keep it simple!

In addition to the above, this newsletter elapses
two months (The end of 2025 and into 2026) as
a new year approaches us. May Jesus guide you,
your family, our Church family, and our nation
into a fruitful year ahead. I desire Cornerstone
Community Church to Reach, ReTrain, ReTain,
ReLease and ReProduce new believers as a
Church Body and do our part in growing God’s
Kingdom in 2026.

Thank you for your prayers, support, concern,
faithfulness and love for your Church family and
ministry. Words cannot express this enough. If
you need me or the Church in any way, please
reach out to us.

God bless you and keep you in His arms this
Christmas and lead you into the New Year!
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In Christian love,
Pastor Jerry and Abbey Ernst
Matthew 9:35-38
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AWORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT
Dr. Gary Campbell, Pastor Emeritus

THE BIBLE'S MIDDLE VERSE

In my “Word of Encouragement” last spring, T shared insights the Lord gave me
while I was doing daily devotions in the Bible’s longest chapter, Psalm 119, Now let me
offer you the following information about the Bible as a whole—:

The longest chapter, again, is Psalm 119, with 176 verses in the English Bible. The
shortest chapter, interestingly enough, is Psalm 117, with only 2 verses in the English
Bible. And the middle chapter of our English Bible is...you guessed it!...Psalm 118.

There is a total of 1189 chapters in the whole Bible, 594 of them come before Psalim
118, and 594 chapters follow Psalm 118. This chapter, Psalm 118, stands exactly in the
middle of 1188 other chapters, 594 chapters on either side of Psalm 118!

You may or may not be as excited as I am about these Bible statistics, but I think
you will be helped, as I am, to be directed to the middle verse of your Bible. The one
verse in our English Bible that stands right in the middle is Psalm 118:8. In the New
Revised Standard Version Bible I have before me, this verse reads:

It is better to take refuge in the LORD
than to put confidence in mortals,

You and I are surrounded and sometimes feel overwhelmed by the modern world
with its business and advertising, it politics and civic leaders, its sports and entertainments,
its: TV news and stories, and even by the Christian Church with its inspired
leaders...devoted laity with wonderful skills, and clergy who are truly called and
commissioned as God’s messengers. Some of these certainly influence us, and there are
many who earn our trust. Unfortunately, however, even the best may disappoint us. Even
good people sometimes yield to temptation, and use their place and position for personal
pleasure or self-centered gain.

Ultimately, for the sake of my salvation and my eternal destiny, I am secure only by
looking to my Lord rather than any human leader. I am saved by grace—God’s grace! I
am kept by love—God’s love! Iam guided by truth—God’s truth! It will always be better
for me to look to the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spitit, than to put confidence in
mere mortals. God alone is my refuge! Indeed, God is your refuge!



Bereavement Ministry

Grieving is hard work! Anyone who has lost a
loved one knows how much grieving can change
your life. The loss of a loved one causes many
physical problems as the body goes into the
“Fight or Flight” mode, and it often takes a long
time for that to wind down.

Exhaustion, issues with digestion, mental health,
and memory are only a few of the feelings and
effects we feel after a loss. It is suggested that you
give yourself grace to not be on top of your game
while grieving. Nor should you expect to be able
to focus or handle “normal” tasks as you have in
the past for the time being.

Letters and articles for help in processing and
coping are sent periodically for a year to those in
this congregation that have had a loss. If you wish
to talk one-on-one please contact Joyce Thomas,
Rachel Blevins or Cindy Harvel for support, so
your grief can be supported and you cared for.
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& It’s Time for Christmas Cards!
“ Send your church family a friendly greeting
‘ with a Christmas card!

Place your Christmas cards in the large gray
mailbox in the Welcome Center. Cards will be
accepted November 30 - December 14. Sorting will
take place during the week of December 14. Please
alphabetize and rubber band your cards for easier
sorting. Christmas cards will be distributed at

church on December 21 and December 28.
Cards should be limited to regular attendees. If you
would like to mail a card to an out of town member,

please call the church office for an address.

If you would like to help with Christmas card sorting
and distribution, please contact Robin McClay at
(740)358-6723.
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%I% December 9" in the Great Room at 1:30 %I%

Hostess — Rachel Blevins
Co-Hostess — Debby Jones
Devotions — Charlotte Shipley
Program — Meet our New Technology Advisor
Ethan Byrom

Also, Making sunshine plates for shut-ins.
Bring individually wrapped cookies, candy or
snacks for plates for 30 people




Congregational Care Ministry

As always many are visiting shut ins; calling some
on our list to offer support; sending cards of
encouragement; singing to shut ins; sending
birthday cards to our list; offering communion; and
talking to people in both services for support.

On Sunday December 7th at 3:00pm our team will
meet in the Conference Room to plan and
strategize for 2026. We welcome newcomers to the
ministry program and would like to hear your ideas
and seek any new folks that can be added to the list
for services from the Congregational Care team.
Please join us! Call Joyce Thomas for information.
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New Books

Get Used to Different - Student Guide to the Chosen

Once Upon a Wardrobe by Callahan
Enchanting novel of faith is a must read
for fans of C.S. Lewi

Child of The Promise by Stormie Omartian
Paintings by Jack Terry

The Journey Home: A Walk With Bob Benson
Several cookbooks compiled by our

.~
% church women over the
i(ﬁ?;

past 40 years are available in the free book box.
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Christmas books are out on the display table
now.




Buddy Break will be hosting its Christmas event on
Saturday, Dec. 183th with a "Follow the Star" theme. We
will have fun but focus on the real meaning of
Christmas. Children will enjoy themed rooms such as
the star room, the animals of the nativity, a wise men
room and of course angels. Children will be making
kindness kits for people unable to leave their homes.
Watch the welcome center for ways you can help with
this project.

In January, our theme will be "Walking on Ice with God's
Help" Children will enjoy activities with snowballs at a
snowflake station. They can explore Igloo island and
Penguin Playground all the while learning how God
helps us in difficult times. This event, weather

permitting, will be held on January 24, 2026. v Q
Happy New Year, everyone! ‘ o
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Z—1 Add to the beauty of our Christmas
season—order a poinsettia for the

sanctuary!
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Sign up in the Welcome Area.
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Orders due by December 2.
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