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Cornerstone Community Church family, 
 
In Psalm 127:1-2 which says, “(1) Unless the Lord builds the house, its 
builders labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the 
watchmen stand guard in vain. (2) In vain you rise early and stay up 
late, toiling for food to eat – for he grants sleep to those he loves.” 
 
What does it mean for the Lord to build the house? 
It seems like a contradiction that we are referred to as “the builders” in 
this Scripture. God wants us to allow Him to build the house. In the   
Hebrew, the word unless means, “if, except, either, else.” 
 
It is a part of speech that is a conjunction. It is a hypothetical particle or 
interrogative, imperfect, infinitive.  
Meaning: Whatever is trying to be built, will go on and on in vain, for 
the person who does not build their life on God and allow God to build 
it for them. 
 
The word, vain simply means: “emptiness, deceitful, false, vanity.”  
 
The simple form means this: Unless I (God) do that for you and bring it 
about, you are not going to get it right and you will waste your time. 
 
To “Let God Work” in Psalm 127:1-2, is godly wisdom in the home and 
family life. It is the Lord who provides food, security, and shelter. All of 
life’s securities are gifts from God (Deut. 28:1-14), not because of                  
human achievements.  
 
I want us to see these points about working without striving, God must 
build His Church His way! The following are five lessons from this text. 
 
In Psalm 127:1-2, God is showing His children… 
1) …There is a way of working WITHOUT striving. “(1) Unless the Lord 
builds the house, its builders labor in vain.” 
There is a way to conduct life without sweating and toiling for the                
outcome. 
 



 
2) …AVOID thinking our outcome is based on our own sweat & toil. 
“(2) In vain you rise early and stay up late, toiling for food to eat – for he 
grants sleep to those he loves.” 
 
3) …Outcome is based on godly OBEDIENCE. (Luke 5:1-11) - Jesus called 
Peter to throw his net once more onto the other side of the boat                           
(Vv. 4-7). This act of obedience brought about the tremendous catch of 
fish. 
 
4) …God DESIRES for us to see Him working in our daily lives. (Psalm 
18:25-30; 84:11) 
 
5) …God wants us to AVOID looking to our OWN EFFORT to gain an 
outcome.  
John 15:1-8 – If we abide in Jesus, we can do His Will. Apart from Him, 
we fail. 
 
We at Cornerstone Community Church have a mission to fulfill, a Lord to 
serve and a world to tell about God’s gift in Jesus Christ. If we take it on 
ourselves, that success depends on us, then we will strive in vain and 
have zero impact. “Unless the Lord builds the house,” Cornerstone 
Community Church will build and strive in vain. May we call on and look 
to the One who has all power and Authority, Jesus Christ! God be with 
us as we move forward into this Fall season with the Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
Rev. Jerry Ernst 
Matthew 9:35-38 



A WORD OF                                                            
ENCOURAGEMENT 

Dr. Gary Campbell, Pastor Emeritus 

FROM EARTH TO GLORY 

One of my twin daughters graduated from “the 
Naz” (the Nazarene University in Mt. Vernon) in 1985.   For 
one brief period she was in Spain, and she asked what she 
could bring me from there.  My answer was: A print of an 
El Greco painting.  

Domenikos Theotokopoulos (1541—1614), “The 
Greek” (El Greco) moved to Spain in 1577.  He won his 
place in art history by the paintings and sculptures he             
accomplished there, particularly in Toledo.  His                               
altarpieces adorn churches and chapels in Spain to this 
day.  I  was thrilled to receive my daughter ’s gift, a print of 
the El Greco work The Burial of the Count of Orgaz.    

El Greco signed a contract for this altarpiece for the 
church of Santo Tome of Toledo in 1586.  He completed 
this painting measuring 189 x 141¾ inches in 1588.  My 
print is in a frame above my desk, measuring 12 x 16    
inches!  Even so, it tells the story of The Count of Orgaz, a 
revered fourteenth-century figure.  Legend has it that 
when the Count, known for his deeds of charity, was                    
buried in 1312, Saints Stephen and Augustine                   
miraculously appeared from heaven personally to conduct 
his soul into heaven.  The painting shows a realistic scene 
of the earthly funeral.  Above is a whirling vortex into 
heaven, where the Count is presented to the Virgin Mary 
and to Jesus Christ.   

 



How far can it be from earth to heaven?  El Greco ’s art 
always depicts human beings as elongated figures, as 
though drawn toward the unseen world above.   Whatever 
theological differences  separate us from Roman Catholic 
Spain of El Greco ’s time, we agree that human beings,                    
created in God ’s own image, do have the hope of heaven in 
their souls, an inward urge in the direction of the divine, a 
deep-seated need for righteousness, for holiness, for God! 
And we pray that the distance between this earth as we 
know it and the Heaven of eternal life promised to all                       
believers in Christ is, indeed, a very short span to be                 
traversed by faith.  



On July 11 and 12, 50 church members and friends had 
the wonderful opportunity to see NOAH on the stage 
of the beautiful Sight and Sound Theater in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania.  On the way home, we enjoyed a fun 
morning in Hershey.  It was such a pleasure to travel as 
a church family and to spend this time                                          
together.  THANK YOU SO MUCH to all of our good  

natured travelers, to those who assisted others with 
travel, to those who sponsored trips for others, and to 
our incredible travel agent Bethany Moody with  

Vacation Visionaries.  God blessed us with a great 
weekend that we will    not soon forget! 













CONGREGATIONAL CARE 
 

We continue to send monthly cards to shut-ins,     
nursing home residents, people who are grieving a    
recent loss of a loved one,  and folks living with cancer 
at this time. Many have stated they enjoy the cards 
and support. I also want to thank those who are              
sending cards to people just "because".                                            
I know they are very appreciated.  
 

 There are also several members who are visiting or 
calling on and praying with folks who need some extra 
visits and supportive listening ears. Communion is             
being offered and given to those who wish to partake. 
Birthday cards are sent to the ones on the list, hoping 
to brighten their day. 
 

A few of the Care Team are planning a Health Fair later 
this Fall. More information on this exciting venture at 
a later date.  
 

We always look for new helpers to share the gift of 
time with  a shut in. Call Joyce Thomas if you know of 
someone who can benefit. 

 

 



Bereavement Support--Healing Broken Hearts 
 

Letters and articles of support and ideas for coping 
during the difficult first year after a loved one's 
death are being sent out at the onset, at 3 months, 6 
months, 9 months and 12 months. Acknowledgment 
of the loved one's birthday and some ways to cope 
are being sent.  
 

As always if you have a need of private one on one 
support please call Joyce Thomas, Rachel Blevins or 
Cindy Harvel. 







Monday, Sept. 8th & Wednesday, Sept. 17th 

8:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m. 

FLS Administration Building 



The Center for Christian Virtue (CCV) 

will be holding their second annual                

Essential Summit called, "Hope and a             

Future" on Thursday, October 2nd, 2025  

in  Columbus.   

 

The Essential Summit brings together                     
hundreds of believers from across the state and   
nation to discover how they can put their faith in                  
action, whether they're business leaders, pastors, 
educators, advocates, or simply Christians ready to 
take the next step.   

Mark your calendar now and plan to attend.   























 






